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WELCOME TO NAF ATSuUGI!

In this Packet: Welcome letter, Child and Youth Programs Registration, Youth Sponsorship Request Form,
Brochures

Dear Parent(s) of Incoming Youth,
Allow us to take this opportunity to welcome you to Naval Air Facility Atsugi Japan!

Our Youth Sponsorship Team are here to assist you and your youth with your transition to Atsugi with the
goal of making it as comfortable and seamless as possible. Together there is no challenge that we cannot
overcome! Within this Youth Sponsorship welcome packet, you will find much needed relevant information
that will help guide you during your transition.

Across the world, communities have seen influential and sweeping moves towards isolationism; social
disconnection; ethical, legal, and moral misconduct; and nationalism. Our youth are experiencing these new
negative cultural norms through such things as bullying, group/gang culture, racism, negative media, and of
course, the infamous overwhelming social network platforms. However, in spite of these circumstances,
military youth remain more interconnected than their civilian counterparts. The military family has
withstood many challenges throughout the decades while still fostering unity, growth, and positive
development. It has done this through effective communication, relevant youth programming, and
influential mentors consisting of adults and youth alike. Now, more than ever before, it is imperative for your
youth to continue to be involved in positive opportunities with the goals of stimulating their intellectual
(academic), physical (sports, fitness, recreation), social, and emotional needs. Consequently, it is imperative
for your youth to start off on the “right foot” as they begin their new journey in the Atsugi community. This
is where Youth Programs comes in! We work toward the common goal of helping develop your youth to
become a prosperous and productive member of future society. Youth Programs does this by fostering a
productive environment that will meet his or her above mentioned needs. This environment consists of after
school programming, school out programming, Spring/Summer/Winter camps, field trips, and other special
functions. Through our partnerships with the local schools and organizations, such as the Boys and Girls
Clubs of American and 4-H, our resources are bountiful and crucial for this part of their journey in the game
of life! Our developmental programs focus on life-skills by offering opportunities such as: Leadership &
Mentorship Clubs, ACT/SAT Preparation courses, College Readiness Courses, Date Smart/Think Smart
workshops, Bully Prevention, Volunteering, Community Service, Homework Assistance, and much, much
more!

Many exciting things lie ahead for you and your youth in the coming years as you travel together down the
bumpy but exciting road of adolescence. We are here to assist you in any way we can to help foster and
nurture your youth’s social, emotional, physical, and mental growth. If you have any questions about this
packet or if we can be of assistance in any way, please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions,
problems, or concerns that you may have!

We hope this message finds you well and again, WELCOME to Naval Air Facility Atsugi!

Youth Sponsorship Team
Child and Youth Programs



Youth Introduction Letter From Your Atsugi
Youth Sponsors

So...you're moving! What's it going to be like? Are you nervous? Scared?
Excited? We know moving can really be difficult sometimes, especially when you
like the place you lived in. Saying goodbye to your friends, switching schools,
and knowing it’s just something you have to do, even if you don’t want to. It's
really hard.

We thought about what it was like when we moved — all the questions we had and
how difficult it was to start over. What are the schools like? What are the fun
things to do?

To make your transition easier, the Atsugi Youth Sponsors are here to the
rescue! Please take the time to read a few of the below notes directly from some
of us!




Communication:

REGISTRATION: To ensure you are eligible for any CYP programs and that we can reach
you, please fill out the CYP Registration Form for all eligible children/youth in this
welcome packet.

EMAIL: We will be communicating in a number of ways with youth and parents, but a
primary method of communication will be through email (newsletters and email blasts).
Please be sure to include a current email for youth and parents that will be checked

regularly.
FACEBOOK/WEBSITE: Like us on Facebook: atsugicyp and visit the MWR website:

www.navymwratsugi.com. Check out all of our happenings as well as communicate with
us and link to other community proponents.



mailto:kwambaugh@sjbcatholicchurch.org

First

Last

Youth Name Age

(ﬁ::::m?:r,(t;t::tt Gender | [] Male [ ] Female | E-mail Address Youth:

grade completed) Parents:

House/Apartment Number Street State Zip Code
Street Address
First Last

Name of parent or guardian

Arrival date in Signature and Date

new community

(CHECK APPLICABLE BOXES)
Sports Music Clubs/Programs Other Hobbies & Interests

L] Baseball [] Alternative Rock 4-H Club name; L] Animals
L] Basketball [] Emo L] Cars
L] Bowling [] Choir L] Army Teen Panel | [] Computers
[ ] Cheerleading [ ] Classic Rock [ ] Boy Scouts [ ] Cooking
[ ] Football [ ] Composing Music | [ Career Launch [ ] Dancing
L] Frisbee [] Country [ ] Chapel Youth Group | [ ] DJ-ing
[ ] Golf [ ] Electronica [ ] Dragonfly Quest [ ] Drama
[ ] Gymnastics [ ] Gospel [ ] Environmental [ ] Filmmaking
[ ] Hiking [ ] Goth [ ] FBLA [ ] Fitness
[ ] Hockey [ ] Metal [ ] Geocaching [ ] Movies
[ ] Horseback Riding | [ ] Hip Hop/Rap [ ] Goals for Graduation | [ ] The Outdoors
[ ] Judo [ ] Indie Rock [ ] Girl Scouts [ ] Painting
[ ] Karate [ ] Industrial [ ] JROTC [ ] Photography
[ ] Kung Fu [ ] Pop/Top 40 [ ] Junior Honor Society | [ ] Reading
L] Running [] Punk L] Keystone Club L] Science
[ ] Soccer [ ] R&B/Soul [ ] Model UN [ ] Scrapbooking
[ ] Soft Ball [ ] Reggae [ ] Passport to Manhood | [ ] Sightseeing
[ ] Swimming [ ] Singing/Vocals [ ] SMART Girls [ ] Skateboarding
[ ] Tae Kwon Do [ ] Ska [ ] Sports Club [ ] Technology
[ ] Tennis [ ] Techno/Dance [ ] Teen Tech Team | [ ] Video Games
[ ] Volley Ball [ ] Writing Lyrics [ ] Torch Club [ ] Weblogging
[ ] Walking Other: [ ] Youth Advisory Cnsl. | [ ] Weights
[ ] Werestling | play this instrument: L] Youth Ldrshp. Forum | [ ] Writing
Other: O ®)

Please include any additional information that might be helpful to the sponsorship staff in the
assignment process as they attempt to pair you with the Youth Sponsor with whom you will
be most compatible.




Navy Youth For more
Sponsorship outh Sp

NAF ATSUGI

Nava
Mission SP——
The mission of the Navy Youth Sponsorship ‘ ()[J l. ll
Program is to alleviate educational M-A

disruptions by empowering all youth
through a stream of continuous support to
provide stability, leadership skills, sustain
academic learning, provide a connection
between school and peers and to produce
competent citizens.

SPONSORSHIP
PROGRAM

Vision
The Navy Youth Sponsorship Program
envisions a collaboration between today’s
youth, mentors and educators in which a
community is developed to assist today’s
military child with the challenges
associated with the military lifestyle,
through outreach support prior to
transition, then continuous support upon
the child’s integration to the new location,
which will produce positive quality citizens
with leadership skills and stability capable
to transition into adulthood.

Helping you make an
easy transition to
the area




What is Youth

Why is Youth Sponsorship

Why Request a Youth

Sponsorship?

The Navy Youth Sponsorship Program is
designed for children in grades three through
twelve.

A Youth Sponsor can provide you with
information about school, shopping, culture or
maybe become a new friend! Youth
sponsorship is coordinated through Child and
Youth Programs and will match Sponsors to
new youths according to gender, age/grade,
interests, hobbies and school attending.

The youth Sponsorship Program
consists of three major components:

OUTREACH

ldentifying incoming youth and providing them
with information and opportunities before they
arrive.

NEWCOMER ORIENTATION

Providing information and materials on
programs and services available on the
installation and in the surrounding community.

PEER TO PEER

Connecting youths currently attached to the
installation with incoming youth.

Important?

Military families experience frequent
relocations. The transition to a new community
and school can be challenging. Youth may be
uncomfortable meeting new peers and may be
unaware of opportunities to become involved
with their new school or community.

The Navy Youth Sponsorship Program provides
access to positive peer groups and social
activities which help Navy children feel
connected and comfortable at their new duty
station.

The Youth Sponsorship Program provides the
transitioning youth an opportunity to connect
with their peer prior to their arrival to ease
anxiety and stress related to the challenges
faced by the transitioning youth, thus
providing a reliable support.

Sponsor?

Moving to a completely new location is
sometimes scary, exciting, depressing, or even
traumatic; but no matter what your child feels
it is always new and always different.

It helps when you have someone that can show
you around and tell you about your new school
and the community, places to see and shop,
and introduce you to new friends with similar
interests. Having a Navy Youth Sponsor when
you relocate can help your transition to a new
place to be much smoother.

Why Become a Youth

Sponsor?

Being a Youth Sponsor is a great way to meet
new people and help others. You get to share
your knowledge and experiences with an
incoming peer to help them adjust and adapt
to their new location. As a Youth Sponsor you
are a role-model; providing friendship, a warm
welcome and pertinent information. Youth
Sponsorship is a great way to further your
leadership skills and volunteer for your
community.



CONNECTING NAVY FAMILIES, COMMANDS AND K-12 SCHOOLS

NAVY SCHOOL LIAISON OFFICER

Hannah R. McCarthy
School Liaison Officer
NAF Atsugi, Japan

M-AT-MWR-SLO@fe.navy.mil
264-4732




The School Liaison Officer (SLO) is the
primary point of contact between the
military installation, the local school
administration, including the
Department of Defense Education
Agency (DoDEA) Schools, parents and
the community at large. The Navy
School Liaison Officer Program helps
installation and regional commanders
work with state departments of
education and local school districts to
ensure school personnel are aware of
the stressors on military families
brought about by frequent transitions
and extended deployments.

These education professionals

are located on all major Navy
installations and serve as

“links” between Navy

families and schools.

* ONLINE RESOURCES =

Find Your Navy School Liaison Officer

Request Navy Before & After School Care

Transitioning Information

What services do School Liaison
Officers provide?

The School Liaison Officer specializes in serving
military families and offers a wide spectrum of
services, enabling families to become more
involved in their child’s educational experience.

Services include:

- Supporting families with inbound/outbound
school transfers;

- Providing information on local schools and
boundaries;

« Assisting with school choice;

« Helping families understand the special
education process;

- Providing information about graduation
requirements;

» Making military and community agency
referrals;

« Supporting families with the homeschooling
process; and

« Assisting with post-secondary preparation.

What is a School Liaison Officer?

The School Liaison Officer serves as the liaison
between the installation commander, military
agencies and schools by providing assistance
in matters pertaining to student education. The
School Liaison Officer also implements the
Navy’s Strategic Planning for Education
Advocacy K-12 recommendations to ensure
Navy families have access to quality
educational opportunities. School Liaison
Officers level the playing field for military
children by ensuring maximum educational
opportunities for academic success.

Student Online Resource



Navy School Liaison Officers provide
six core services to assist families:

School Transition Services (PCS Cycle):

School Liaison Officers assist families with school
transfers and help “level the playing field” for military
children and youth.

Deployment Support:
School Liaison Officers connect educators with the Navy,
deployment support system to inform them about the
cycles of deployment and tools available to assist
educators in working with Navy children.

Command, School, Community Communications: -
School Liaison Officers serve as subject-matter ' (
experts for installation commanders on K-12 \ \
issues, helping connect command, school and i
community resources.

Home School Linkage and Support:

School Liaison Officers assist Navy families by
gathering and sharing information on home
schooling issues, policies and legislation from local
school districts, and help leverage Navy Child and
Youth Programs resources to support these families.

Partnerships in Education (PIE): PIE creates
a volunteer network of resources to support
installation and community members who have a
vested interest in the success of all youth.

Post-Secondary Preparations:

School Liaison Officers leverage installation and
school resources to provide graduating military
students with access to post-secondary information
and opportunities.

Special Needs/EFMP

Post-Secondary Preparation

Military Child Education Coalition




Why Are School Liaison

Officers Needed?

School transition and
deployment support is a Navy
readiness and retention issue. The Navy
will benefit from having Sailors who are
able to focus on their duties, whether
ashore or deployed.

- Navy families move their children
an average of every 2.9 years.

- Children of military personnel
attend up to nine different schools
by graduation.

« Military families are reluctant to
disrupt high school youth in their
senior year.

» Deployments can impact educa-
tional outcomes of children.

+ Many families decide to “separate
geographically”to keep kids in their
current school.

Family Readiness = Mission Readiness

M.

A

Specific responsibilities include advising the

The School Liaison Officer will use Child and
Youth Education Services to proactively address
quality-of-life school concerns (K-12) raised by
Navy families and leadership worldwide. Navy
programs will focus on:

- Preparing students, parents, schools
and Navy leaders to respond to moves
and deployment issues impacting
school-age children;

« Providing assurance that a quality
education is a Navy priority by working
to“level the playing field” for Navy
families;

- Helping Navy families be the best
advocates for their child’s education;
and

« Connecting the Navy Youth Sponsor-
ship Program to school districts serving
Navy families.

installation commander on all K-12 grade educational

matters; fostering a responsive, cooperative

relationship between school representatives and the
military community; and maintaining school transition

support for military children.

Parents, school personnel and community members with
questions on school-age military child education are encouraged to contact
their local School Liaison Officer.






